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above all others truly gives new life – Jesus Christ. He is the Leader you can trust. How do we know? First,

consider the cross. He went to the cross while you and I were still sinners, to pay for our sins and make us

His own. This leader sacrificed His life so we might have life. God raised Him back to life as if to say, He is

the leader you can trust.

Finally, who I am following will determine where I am going. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and

no one comes to the Father but through Him.

Christian Crusaders has a long history of commitment to helping people become faithful followers of

Jesus Christ. 

The risen Christ is still calling, “Follow me.” The heart of the Good News is His offer to be the leader

we can trust – and His insistence that every believer become a follower He can trust. Let us commit our-

selves to being His faithful followers. Pastor Steve Kramer

We also hear Jesus say, “Take up the cross . . .” (Mark 8:34). The commitment of faith contains a 

significant amount of cost. I once heard a preacher challenge his audience that before they confess to believe

in Jesus for forgiveness and eternal life, they ought to pause to consider that believing in Jesus and follow-

ing Jesus are inseparably linked. Following Jesus in life is very costly. Jesus calls us to a life of self-denial,

sacrificial love, forgiving all who hurt or wrong us, and daily surrendering our will to the will of the One we

follow. Only when we listen and follow in obedience can we impact the world around us with His great

love.

My heart desires to follow Jesus, but I will always need the power of Christ’s indwelling Spirit to walk

by faith as His follower. I can keep my eyes on Stephen Curry of the Golden State Warriors, but I will never

be able to shoot three-pointers like him. I can keep my eyes on Miguel Sano the Minnesota Twins’ slugger,

but I will never be able to hit homeruns like him. We can keep our eyes on Jesus, but we need to daily ask

the Spirit to fill us, so we might be empowered to live like Jesus and to have the character of Jesus shaped

in us.

George Whitefield, a famous evangelist in the 1700s American colonies, held thousands of special

evangelism services in his time. When someone asked him how many people were converted to Christ at his

services, he would always say, “We will know in about five years.” Time will reveal who truly committed to

believe and to follow Jesus.

Jesus invites us to believe in Him and to follow Him each day. Do you hear His voice?
Pastor Lee Laaveg 



digging deeper
. . . some recommended books for further study . . .

FOLLOW by Andy Stanley
Jesus’ invitation is an invitation to relationship, and it begins with a simple request: Follow me.

Religion says “Change and you can join us.” Jesus says, “Join us and you will change.” There’s a huge 
difference. Jesus doesn’t expect people to be perfect. He just wants them to follow Him. Following always
begins with a sinner and unbeliever taking one small step.

FOLLOWING CHRIST by Joseph M. Stowell
Do you want your life to count for Christ? Would you like to make a real impact for God’s kingdom in

this world? You can – and you don’t have to be a great leader for it to happen. Just a good follower. In 
FOLLOWING CHRIST, Joseph Stowell shows why Christ’s command to “Follow me” isn’t merely the start-
ing point of Christianity. It’s the very heartbeat of vibrant, effective faith. You’ll discover why God does His
best work through followers, why self-directed living is a recipe for emptiness, what makes Christ so worth
following, and above all, a joyous, growing closeness with Christ. 

Fall Elderversity
September 11-13, 2017

Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp Letters from Listeners

~Thank you for all you folks have done for
almost 81 years. (I) pray for God’s continued
blessings on you. (Le Mars, Iowa)

~I am lost without my Jesus. It is a blessing
that I can feel Him at work in my life. He can do
that for everyone. Bless you for preaching the 
glorious News!

~I am writing to tell you that in our home we
are listening to you on the Grace Digital service,
and it is blessing our souls to hear you.

~I haven’t been to church in a long time, but I
have been inspired and moved by your broadcast.
My sister says I can go to services with her. I’m
going to start! (Mobile, Alabama)

~My life is a mess. I had a serious injury to my
back and then the company fired me. Please pray
for me. (Liverpool, England)

Sponsored by
Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls

in conjunction with

Christian Crusaders
Radio and Internet Ministry

Ingham Okoboji 
Lutheran Bible Camp

Through stories, laughter, and
insight, our speaker, Kris Meyer,
will encourage us in our faith.

For Registration
Information call

1-800-656-2654 or 
1-888-693-2484

The Senior Retreat is a great
chance for those 55 and older to 
be young at heart and enjoy camp.
This three-day event provides
opportunities to listen to an 
engaging speaker, get together 
with new and old friends, eat 
scrumptious meals and enjoy the
lakes area. The $99 registration 
cost includes food, lodging, and 
programming.


